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Let’s Celebrate!
The City of Peterborough was born on

July 1, 1905, the result of the incorporation
of the Town of Peterborough with the
Village of Ashburnham. The local citizenry
celebrated Dominion Day that year.  No
one celebrated the newly-minted City of
Peterborough because the mayor of the day,
Henry Best, did not think the union a good
idea. In the intervening century, Mayor
Best’s reservations have happily been proven
ill-founded, and today we find a modern,
progressive community that honours its
past as it looks forward with anticipation to
its next century.

Peterborough has had, and continues to
have, a wonderful built environment.
Buildings spanning the century – from the
Market Hall to Trent University – speak to
us of creativity, imagination, style.  They
speak of confidence and optimism.  They
are our inheritance and, if we are proper
stewards, will be there for our children and
grandchildren. Let’s celebrate our
Centenary year and give thanks for both our
natural and built environments. 

Sylvia Sutherland
Mayor, City of Peterborough
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Recent & Proposed Designations
The Heritage Preservation Office (HPO) has been busy

catching up on an overload of designation requests, many of
them stemming from the recent introduction of the Heritage Tax
Relief Program. Nine designations were passed by Council in
February 2005, and six more are currently in process. With still
more to come, PACAC and the HPO will have recommended 15
new designations this year, and counting! Pending designations
include: 
201 Charlotte Street – The Federal Post Office Building, built in
1952.
273 Hunter Street West – Known locally as the ‘Winston
Churchhill House’.
396 Downie Street – Built circa 1901 and representative of the
Queen Anne style.
407 - 409 George Street North – Three-storey commercial
building erected in 1867 by wealthy financier George Cox. 
544 McDonnel Street – Built in 1920 to serve as administration
space for the Bonner Worth Mill.  
90 Murray Street – Central School, Italianate style, on the site of
the first log cabin schoolhouse and boasting Lester Pearson as a
graduate. 

Here are high-
lights of two newly
designated proper-
ties:

751 George
Street North –
Known as ‘Sadleir
House’, this huge
Queen Anne style
house was owned by
several high profile
local  families before
becoming the main
building of Trent
University’s Peter
Robinson College in the 1960s. It is now owned by the Peter
Robinson Community and Student Association.

136 Maria Street
– Built for Eliza
Stewart, possibly
a relative of the
Reverend Mark
Burnham, the
cottage was the
first dwelling
erected on the
block.  A wood

frame cottage built of stacked planks, the Stewart cottage is a fine
example of a relatively rare construction method available in
Peterborough during its lumber boom of the 1860s.

Sue Schappert, Staff, Heritage Preservation Office
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Peterborough’s Edwardian Architecture
In 1905 Peterborough was a thriving

community with many industries, expand-
ing businesses and a growing population.
Its building “boom” of the years 1895 to
1915 created the city that we know today.
These two decades, architecturally, may be
referred to as the Edwardian period because
they bracketed the reign of King Edward
VII. 

Although during these years important
public buildings in Peterborough were
erected, most construction was residential.
New neighbourhoods were created by sub-
dividing large older lots, notably the “Old
West End” west of Park Street, and the area
around King Edward Park, while new
homes were built north of London Street
along Water, George and Aylmer Streets, as
well as in East City. 

Edwardian homes were characterized by an uncomplicated and straightforward
design known simply as the “brick gable-front house”. These houses appeared in
brick or wood throughout central North America during this period, but in
Peterborough they became the predominant style. Two and half stories high, with the
narrow gabled façade facing the street, the design was well suited to the period’s nar-
rower lots. There was always a one-story porch across the front, shading the living
room window and a front entrance to one side. When there was a projecting side bay
for the dining room, the porch sometimes wrapped around to meet it. Porch roofs
were usually supported by round wooden columns resting on brick piers separated
by wooden balustrades. Sometimes the columns were shaped like bowling pins, a fea-
ture more often found in Peterborough than elsewhere.  

Smaller houses might have a single window in the gable, but more often it was
double, with the largest examples boasting triple gable windows. Mostly there were
two windows on the second story in front, though frequently one window was
replaced by a door leading onto a balustraded deck over the front entrance. One sec-
ond-story front window might be a bay in some larger houses. Often there was a side
gable as well, usually containing a single window. 

While there is a fine collection of gable-front style houses on Princess Street fac-
ing King Edward Park, to appreciate the variety of which the style was capable, one
must visit the ‘Avenues’, which was the largest subdivision of the period, created from
the estate of prominent lawyer Elias Burnham. He owned all the land bounded by
Monaghan Road and Park, King, and Charlotte Streets. His house (or part of it) still
stands on  Boswell Avenue today. After his death in 1890, his daughter Elizabeth and
her husband, John Boswell, had the property laid out in streets, all of which were
given family names. Boswell was obvious, then Pearl (Elias’ granddaughter), and then

Peterborough Heritage Review is a publication of
the Peterborough Architectural Conservation
Advisory Committee (PACAC) through the City of
Peterborough. For more information, contact Erik
Hanson, Heritage Presentation Officer at 742-7777
ext 1489 or email him at:
ehanson@city.peterborough.on.ca 

A colour poster (18x24 in.) showcasing some
of Peterborough's interesting and magnifi-
cent DOORS goes on sale Oct. 01/05 at
Doors Open Peterborough. Cost is $10.00.

his grandson Maitland. An avenue was named for Elias’ sis-
ter Margaret, then one for himself, and finally one for
Frederick, Elias’ youngest son. 

By 1911 most of the houses on Boswell, Pearl and
Maitland were built. By 1915, most of those on Margaret
and Elias had been completed and a few existed on
Frederick, where building continued long after World War
One. While there is a mixture of styles, the vast majority of
the Avenues’ houses are of the gable-front type. Wandering
these streets, one can appreciate the rich variety that could
be produced with only slight changes to a basic design. 

Most gable-front houses in the city have not suffered
any significant alteration,  indicating the high quality of
their original design and construction. The Avenues’ neigh-
bourhood retains its original appearance to a remarkable
degree. Gable-front houses are so common that they are
often disregarded as examples of heritage architecture.
Their very ubiquity, however, suggests they be considered
the preeminent Peterborough style and that ‘the Avenues’
comprises an important heritage district.

Chris Greene, PACAC
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PACAC Members in 2005 are:

4th Annual Doors Open Peterborough 
Free tours of 13 featured heritage properties will take

place on Saturday, October 1st, 2005 between 10 a.m. and 4
p.m. Brochures and maps are available at the Tourism office of
the Chamber of Commerce, Peterborough City Hall, the
Centennial Museum, and the main Library.

To celebrate the City’s Centennial, an Anniversary Fair
will be held the same day at the Peterborough Armoury, a
National Historic Site and itself part of the tour. 
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This 1907 Pearl Avenue home typifies the style.
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