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Let’s Celebrate!

The City of Peterborough was born on
July 1, 1905, the result of the incorporation
of the Town of Peterborough with the
Village of Ashburnham. The local citizenry
celebrated Dominion Day that year. No
one celebrated the newly-minted City of
Peterborough because the mayor of the day,
Henry Best, did not think the union a good
idea. In the intervening century, Mayor
Best’s reservations have happily been proven
ill-founded, and today we find a modern,
progressive community that honours its
past as it looks forward with anticipation to
its next century.

Peterborough has had, and continues to
have, a wonderful built environment.
Buildings spanning the century — from the
Market Hall to Trent University — speak to
us of creativity, imagination, style. They
speak of confidence and optimism. They
are our inheritance and, if we are proper
stewards, will be there for our children and
grandchildren.  Let’s our
Centenary year and give thanks for both our
natural and built environments.

Sylvia Sutherland
Mayor, City of Peterborough
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A colour poster (18x24 in.) showcasing some
of Peterborough's interesting and magnifi-
cent DOORS goes on sale Oct. 01/05 at
Doors Open Peterborough. Cost is $10.00.

Peterborough’s Edwardian Architecture
In 1905 Peterborough was a thriving

community with many industries, expand- [
ing businesses and a growing population. [i#e
Its building “boom” of the years 1895 to
1915 created the city that we know today. [
These two decades, architecturally, may be 4
referred to as the Edwardian period because
they bracketed the reign of King Edward [
VIL i

Although during these years important g8
public buildings in Peterborough were
erected, most construction was residential.
New neighbourhoods were created by sub-
dividing large older lots, notably the “Old
West End” west of Park Street, and the area H
around King Edward Park, while new &
homes were built north of London Street |
along Water, George and Aylmer Streets, as
well as in East City.

Edwardian homes were characterized by an uncomplicated and straightforward
design known simply as the “brick gable-front house”. These houses appeared in
brick or wood throughout central North America during this period, but in
Peterborough they became the predominant style. Two and half stories high, with the
narrow gabled fagade facing the street, the design was well suited to the period’s nar-
rower lots. There was always a one-story porch across the front, shading the living

7:111'5 1907 Pearl Avenue home typifies t/) style.

room window and a front entrance to one side. When there was a projecting side bay
for the dining room, the porch sometimes wrapped around to meet it. Porch roofs
were usually supported by round wooden columns resting on brick piers separated
by wooden balustrades. Sometimes the columns were shaped like bowling pins, a fea-
ture more often found in Peterborough than elsewhere.

Smaller houses might have a single window in the gable, but more often it was
double, with the largest examples boasting triple gable windows. Mostly there were
two windows on the second story in front, though frequently one window was
replaced by a door leading onto a balustraded deck over the front entrance. One sec-
ond-story front window might be a bay in some larger houses. Often there was a side
gable as well, usually containing a single window.

While there is a fine collection of gable-front style houses on Princess Street fac-
ing King Edward Park, to appreciate the variety of which the style was capable, one
must visit the ‘Avenues’, which was the largest subdivision of the period, created from
the estate of prominent lawyer Elias Burnham. He owned all the land bounded by
Monaghan Road and Park, King, and Charlotte Streets. His house (or part of it) still
stands on Boswell Avenue today. After his death in 1890, his daughter Elizabeth and
her husband, John Boswell, had the property laid out in streets, all of which were

given family names. Boswell was obvious, then Pearl (Elias’ granddaughter), and then
contd. on page 4







